
               2nd Grade TAG - Week of April 27th  

Hello 2nd Grade TAG Students and Parents! 

     Well, I don’t know about you, but I can’t believe we are already in our 
last few days of April and headed into the last month of the school year. 
Whew, time goes quickly! I have so enjoyed all of the many emails and 
responses and work you all have shared with me, so please do not stop 
reaching out to me with any questions or concerns you may have along 
the way (kutz@fultonschools.or).   I also love hearing from you on our 2nd 
Grade TAG Team site: 2nd Grade TAG Team.  

   Always remember that the TAG activities are optional and the 
expectation is that you need not spend more than about 15-20 minutes a 
week on them. The point is to enjoy the learning, but never to be stressed 
about TAG. 

 I miss you all ����! 

Mrs. Kutz 

 

 

TAG Essential Question: What animals are considered national symbols, 
and why is this? 

1. America is full of many beautiful and wonderous animals, and there are 
two in particular that are very important to Americans as they are 
national symbols for us. They are the bald eagle and the bison. As you will 
learn, they have some things in common, and then they also have many 
differences. Please read about them below, and then go to step #2.  
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Bald Eagle 
 

 
 

 Bald Eagles can be found throughout North America.  They are not actually bald 
at all.  The white feathers on their heads just make them look bald.  Bald eagles grow 
these white feathers when they are five years old.  Before that, all of their feathers are 
brown.  Male bald eagles can weigh up to 8 pounds and can have a wingspan of up to 7 
feet.  Female bald eagles can weigh up to 12 pounds and can have a wingspan of up to 
12 feet.  Bald eagles have wonderful eyesight and can dive to Earth at up to 200 miles 
per hour to catch fish, small birds, and rodents for food.  They are carnivores, and they 
sometimes even scavenge human food from campsites and picnic areas.  They build 
huge nests, sometimes as big as a pick-up truck.  They build these nests on high cliffs 
or in high tree branches and use them year after year.  They can live for up to 50 years 
in the wild and up to 60 years in captivity.  Their only real enemies are humans. 
 At one time, there were thousands of bald eagles in North America.  But, as 
more and more people began to live in North America, less and less bald eagles were 
able to live there.  People killed them for their feathers or for sport.  Farmers killed 
them so that the bald eagles wouldn’t kill their chickens.  People moved into to the bald 
eagle habitat areas.  In the 1900s, farmers began to use a pesticide known as DDT, 
which nearly wiped out all of the bald eagles.  They sprayed the DDT on their crops to 
kill bugs, and the DDT then washed into rivers and streams when it rained.  Fish and 
small animals drank the poisonous water, and then the bald eagles ate the sick animals.  
Bald eagles almost became extinct!  Today, it is illegal to use DDT anymore so eagles 
have been making a comeback.  There are laws to protect the nesting areas of bald 
eagles and to make it illegal to kill bald eagles.  Today, the bald eagle is in the process 
of being removed from the Endangered Species List. 
 The bald eagle appears on the National Emblem and Great Seal.  It took 6 years 
for the government to decide on which animal should be our national emblem.  Not 
everyone wanted the bald eagle.  Benjamin Franklin wanted the wild turkey.  He said 
that other nations already used the bald eagle as their national emblem and that the 
bald eagle had “bad moral character” because it steals food from other birds.  The wild 
turkey, on the other hand, was respectable and was an “original native of America.”  
However, Congress did not agree with him.  In 1872, the bald eagle was chosen as 
America’s symbol for freedom, strength, and courage.  Although other countries also 
use it as a symbol, the bald eagle is only found in North America.    

 
 
 
 



Bison 
 

 
 
 Bison, or buffalo, are found in North America.  They are mammals with shaggy, 
dark brown coats for the winter and lighter weight, light brown coats for the summer.  
They are 6 ½ feet tall and10 feet long and can weigh anywhere from 900-2,000 
pounds.  They use their horns for defense, and they can run up to 45 miles per hour.  
They are herbivores and eat mostly grass.  They can live for up to 22 years in the wild 
and up to 40 years in captivity.  Their only enemies are humans. 
 During the time when the only people who lived in the western part of America 
were the Native Americans, they would hunt the bison and use all of the parts for their 
needs.  They used the meat (for food), the hides (for clothes, blankets, shelter, 
buckets, and boats), the horns (for cups, spoons, arrow points, toys, and medicine), the 
bones (for pipes, knives, sledrunners, war clubs, paintbrushes, jewelry, toys, and dice), 
the hair (for headdresses, ropes, stuffing for pillows and dolls, and lining for 
moccasins), and the hooves (for a doorbell outside of a shelter).  Since the Native 
Americans only killed the bison when they had to and used a bow and arrow when they 
did, this was not harmful to the bison populations.  Then, during the 1800s white 
settlers began to move into the lands out west that the Native Americans occupied.  
During this time, there were huge herds of buffalo.  In 1855, there were 75-90 million 
of them.  By 1875, there were fewer than 1,000 buffalo left.  What happened to them?  
The white settlers used guns to kill the bison, but they killed many more than they 
needed.  They killed them because the bison ate the grass needed for their own 
livestock, and they ate the crops settlers grew.  Herds of bison could knock down 
fences and small buildings.  Bison meat was used to supply the army and railroad 
workers with meat and hides.  Hunters would kill as many as 2,000 of them at one 
time, would take a few heads home with them to stuff, and leave the rest.  Settlers 
would gather bison bones to sell for fertilizer, buttons, or combs.  This harmful behavior 
not only put the bison in danger, but also the Native American way of life.  With no 
food, the Native Americans were forced to move to other places to survive.  In the 
1900s, laws were passed to protect the bison, and their numbers grew.  Today bison 
can be found in the wild and in national parks.  Some are even raised on ranches and 
used to meat. 
 The bison appeared on the buffalo nickel, which is no longer made.  It is the 
symbol of the American west and of a way of life that is gone forever.  The nickel was 
designed by an American sculptor named James Earle Fraser. 
 



 

2. Now it’s time to take some notes down about these two important 
animals, so that you will then be able to consider how they are both 
similar and different. You can use these outlines to do so, or you can 
make your own on any paper you may have. 

Outline Sheet 
 
Name of Animal: 
 
 
Facts about how the animal lives and acts: 
 
 
 
 
Problems the animal has faced: 
 
 
 
 
Use of the animal as an American symbol:      
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Name of Animal: 
 
 
Facts about how the animal lives and acts: 
 
 
 
 
Problems the animal has faced: 
 
 
 
Use of the animal as an American symbol:      



  3. Now it’s time to identify three important similarities and three differences 
between the bald eagle and the bison. Have fun making your own Venn diagram, or 
simply use something that looks like this:  

Similarities and Differences Sheet 
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Always remember…Don’t stress about 
the work…Enjoy the learning! 

Bald Eagle: 
1. 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
3. 

Similarities:    Bison: 
1.        1. 
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3.     2. 
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